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INTRODUCTION: 

Tumor-like lesion is a clinical presentation of 

particular anatomical parts that can masquerade 

as tumor, but do not fit into the WHO 

classification of soft tissue or bone tumour.
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Oncology Orthopedic HKL has collected 5 

years’ data from 2013 till 2017. 

 

MATERIALS & METHODS: 

Data collected from 1
st
 January 2013 till 31

st
 

December 2017. Demography, clinical 

presentation, imaging, biopsy, treatment, 

provisional and final diagnosis are the 

parameters of interest. These are taken from 

cases that were initially referred as tumor, 

however the final diagnosis revealed otherwise.  

We excluded cases that with incomplete 

investigation and patients who subsequently 

defaulted follow up.  

 

RESULTS: 

92 cases were diagnosed as tumor-like lesions: 

1) Infection 2) Inflammation 3) Hematoma 4) 

Metabolic, and 5) others. (Figure and table 1.) 

 

Diagnosis Number 

TB and Granuloma 16 

Abscess 15 

Hematoma 13 

Arthritis 7 

Osteomyelitis 6 

Gout 6 

Synovitis 5 

Chronic inflammation 3 

Foreign body 2 

Lymphadenitis  2 

Bursitis 2 

Tendinitis 2 

Fungal 2 

Bacterial 1 

Calcinosis 1 

Callosity 1 

Cortical thickening 1 

Fibrous tissue 1 

Granulation tissue 1 

Hypertrophied synovial tissue 1 

Inflammatory myopathy 1 

Necrotic fat 1 

Rheumatoid Nodule 1 

Viral wart 1 

Total 92 

 

DISCUSSIONS: 

In published literature tuberculosis and abscess 

being most commonly reported to mimic tumor-

like presentation.
 

However, there is also a 

reported case of metastatic bronchogenic 

carcinoma presented as a gluteal abscess.
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 In 

this series, we discovered that infection is the 

main diagnosis. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Physician or surgeon should keep in mind the 

possibility of other etiologies in dealing with 

cases that masquerade as tumor, and vice versa. 

Thus proper evaluation and investigations are 

paramount prior any treatment decision in 

dealing with tumor like lesion. 
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