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INTRODUCTION:
Synovial sarcoma of median nerve are very rare 
with less than 20 cases have been reported. We 
reported a case of synovial sarcoma of median 
nerve with spinal metastases 
 
REPORT: 
 
A 36 years old male right hand dominant 
presented to us with right forearm swelling for 
the past 3 month which is progressively increase 
in size. Swelling was associated with pain and 
numbness over radial 3 digit. Clinically swelling 
at distal third forearm, firm and tender. MRI 
showed heterogenous lesion origin from median 
nerve with differential diagnosis of peripheral 
nerve sheath tumor or schwannoma. 
Patient had undergone enucleation and was 
discharged well. However HPE post operative 
reported  as malignant peripheral nerve sheath 
tumor but was sent for second opinion. Wide 
local excision was done but without nerve 
reconstruction done since we afraid of 
contaminated margin. HPE later on  come back 
as monophasic synovial sarcoma  
Two weeks later while waiting for CT Thorax 
appoinment he complaint of bilateral upper and 
lower weakness with last normal neurology C5. 
MRI whole spine and CT thorax showed  
multiple extramedullary mass at cervical and 
thoracic causing cord compression with multiple 
lung metastases. 
He went for 5 cycle of radiotherapy and planned  
for chemotherapy but unfortunately he could not 
tolerate his chemotherapy and opt for palliative 
management.  
Synovial sarcoma can occur anywhere in the 
body including in the peripheral nerves as in our 
case. Synovial sarcomas are a highly aggressive 
soft tissue sarcoma with poor prognosis and 
high metastatic potential. I’st 5 year survival 
rate is around 50-60% despite it is a chemo 
sensitive tumor 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Legend. MRI of right forearm 
 

 
 
Figure 2:Legend. Intraoperative showing 
tumour from the median nerve 

 
CONCLUSION: 
Early recognition and aggressive management 
of Synovial Sarcomas is important to prevent 
poor outcome to patient. 
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