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INTRODUCTION:
Tuberculosis (TB) can affect any parts of the 
body. About 10-25% of TB affects the 
musculoskeletal system which mainly over the 
spine and weight bearing joints. Primary sternal 
TB is exceedingly rare where it only accounts 
for 0.3% of all the cases. Till date there were 
less than 200 cases of sternal TB reported 
worldwide, mostly were beyond infancy. There 
was only one case of isolated infantile sternal 
TB reported in India in a 6 months old infant. 
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first 
sternal TB reported in South East Asia till date.  
 
 
REPORT: 
A 6 months old boy presented with a two weeks 
history of anterior chest swelling which 
progressively increased in size. BCG 
vaccination was administered on the 1st day of 
birth. And other vaccines are up to his age 
without being missed. Otherwise, no failure to 
thrive.  No history of TB contact. . On 
examination, there was a 3X3cm non mobile 
swelling overlying the sternum. No other 
positive findings in systemic examination. 
Blood investigations showed normocytic 
normochromic anaemia. Erythrocyte 
sedimentation rate was 6mm/hour. Hepatitis B, 
C, and HIV tests were negatives. CT thorax 
showed soft tissue swelling with erosion of the 
upper body of the sternum, lungs were normal 
(Fig 1). Tissue biopsy of the sternal swelling 
showed acid fast bacilli with necrotising 
granulomatous inflammation. Tuberculosis 
investigations of the lungs and central nervous 
system showed negative results. Screening of 
tuberculosis among the family members 
reviewed negative results. Patient responded 
well to 9 months of antituberculosis treatment 

consisting of isoniazid, rifampicin and 
pyrazinamide.  
 
 

 
Figure 1: soft tissue shadow with sternal 
erosion  
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
A high index of suspicion and detailed 
diagnostic work up is required for early 
diagnosis of infantile sternal tuberculous.  
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