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INTRODUCTION:                
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is 
caused mainly by severe acute respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-Cov-2) varies 
from mild to moderate pneumonia and in severe 
cases, mostly need thorough care by intensive 
care unit and prolonged stay in ICU. As 
increasing numbers of COVID-19 survivors, 
long term neuromuscular pathology has been 
reported. 
 
REPORT: 
A 28-year-old gentleman who was admitted to 
Intensive Care Unit with COVID-19 stage 5b 
presented to orthopaedic clinic with wrist drop 
over left upper limb for the past 3 months. He 
was intubated for 2 weeks and noted had 
weakness over left upper limb with wrist drop 
after discharged from ward. He also complaint 
of reduce in sensation over left forearm and 
dorsum aspect of left hand. Upon examination, 
noted weakness over left wrist and elbow 
extensors muscle with positive Tinel sign until 
at the level of radial head. The patient was 
referred to occupational therapy for 
rehabilitation. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Peripheral nerve injury in COVID-19 patients 
can be due to multifactorial causes such as 
prolonged prone position, direct compression of 
radial nerve by blood pressure cuff, hematoma 
formation secondary to anticoagulation 
treatment and post infectious inflammatory 
neuropathy. Hence, the causes of wrist drop 
during treatment of COVID-19 patient still 
unknown.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIGURE 1: Left wrist drop with 
hypoaesthesia in the dorsum of  left hand 

 
CONCLUSION: 
Bilateral or unilateral radial nerve palsy is a rare 
presentation as a sequelae of complications of 
COVID-19. Regardless of the possible causes of 
compressive peripheral nerve injury, many 
researchers and physicians nowadays prompting 
new protocols to make a better rehabilitation for 
post COVID-19 pneumonia patient. 
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