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INTRODUCTION:
Barracudas or known as ’ikan alu-alu’ by 
Malaysian locals, are large marine predators that 
feed on an array of prey, capable of attacking 
large fish with their powerful jaws. Barracuda 
attacks on humans are rare as only a minute 
number of cases have been reported worldwide. 
In Malaysia alone, none of such cases have been 
reported before.  
 
REPORT: 
This is a case of a 29 years old gentleman who 
was allegedly attacked by Barracuda while 
fishing at seawater sustained multiple degloving 
wounds over left foot with muscle injury and 
fracture first metatarsal bone and distal phalanx 
left big toe. Initial treatment was done with 
wound irrigation and administration of 
Intravenous Cefuroxime and oral Doxycycline 
for a week. No antivenom provided.  Surgical 
debridement was done immediately and muscle 
was repaired. Wound was closed  and a bootslab 
was applied. 
 

 

Figure 1: wound left foot post Barracuda attack 
Figure 2: xray left foot shown fracture distal phalanx left big toe 
Figure 3: wound left foot post debridement 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Not many aquatic orthopedic injury cases have 
been reported in Malaysia let alone involving 
Barracuda attacks. Barracuda’s sharp teeth are 

capable of penetrating soft tissue and breaking 
bones resulting in severe deep lacerations with 
structural injuries and fractures. Thus surgical 
debridements are required followed by delayed 
wound closure. Prophylactic antibiotics should 
be given as saltwater exposure is commonly 
associated with virulent Vibrio sp. infection. 
Barracuda attacks are a nonvenomous type of 
injury, therefore antivenom is not indicated. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
This case report could be the pioneer for further 
case series to get further information for  new 
guidelines regarding management of Barracuda 
attack injuries in Malaysia. 
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